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Outline of Scheme

Proposed 
site

Steyning

• The proposal is to build a 
solar farm on Huddlestone 
Farm, just north of Steyning, 
the far side of a slight ridge.

• Plans were scaled back
substantially since they were 
initially floated in 2021.

• They were scaled back again 
in the latest application.

• It is now a third the size of 
the original plan.

• Electricity will feed into a 
local power lines rather than 
running cables all the way to 
Bolney, as earlier proposed.

• Plans for on site battery 
storage have been dropped.

Ridge



Latest revisions

• The areas marked in red have 
been omitted to reduce visual 
impact.

• The peak output will now be 
around 17 MW.

How the size 
has been 
reduced

Latest 
plan

What’s 
changed

Areas cut



Reasons we support this plan
• Greening Steyning, Bramber & Beeding is an active 

local environment group that has been working to 
promote local climate action since 2010.

• Our work is being supported by the Horsham District 
Council Community Climate Fund.

• We strongly support this proposal and want to 
explain why.

• There are 10 main reasons….



1: Britain needs solar energy
• Decarbonising UK power generation is a key part of 

the Government’s Net Zero Strategy.

• Offshore wind will provide the biggest contribution.

• But expanding solar photovoltaic (PV) power will be 
a vital and complementary part of the future green 
energy mix.

• The Committee on Climate Change projects a 6-fold 
increase in solar output between 2019 and 2035. 

• PV is an entirely safe and proven technology, that 
can be deployed immediately. 

• Unlike offshore wind and nuclear, it provides 
decentralised power where people need it.

• The ‘carbon payback’ of PV panels is only 1-2 years.

• With costs continuing to fall, it requires no subsidy.
Source: CCC 6th Carbon Budget, Balanced 

Net Zero Pathway
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2: Horsham needs solar
• Horsham District Council aims to be carbon neutral itself by 2030, 

and the whole district to be carbon neutral by 2050.

• This is a massive challenge – requiring a huge ramp up of 
renewable power generation, among other measures.

• This is in one of the sunniest parts of the country, making solar the 
easiest and cheapest renewable technology to roll out at scale. 

• At present Horsham District generates a total of 57 GWh of solar 
power per year – around 11% of the district's current electricity 
demand. (BEIS, 2020)

• This scheme will generate about 16.7 GWh/year and increase 
Horsham’s solar output by 29% at a stroke.   

• There is big potential for domestic PV too, but it would need 5600 
solar homes to match the output of this one farm.

• It will cut carbon emissions by about 3890 tCO2e per year –
equivalent to 60% of the Council’s own direct emissions (2020/21).

• This is a good start, but there is a huge amount still to do.  
Horsham will need a lot more schemes like this to reach its net zero 
target, especially given the switch to heat pumps & electric cars.

This one solar farm has an output  
equivalent to 5,600 domestic PV 

systems (3kW)

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/regional-and-local-authority-electricity-consumption-statistics


3: It will boost local energy sustainability

• The project will transform the local 
energy situation.

• It will generate enough power for at 
least 3400 homes – 73% of all the 
households in Steyning, Bramber & 
Beeding.

• The reduced site will occupy about 27 
hectares (67 acres), which is just 0.7% of 
the combined land area of the three 
parishes.

• This is an excellent exchange rate!

• Steyning, Bramber & Beeding would be 
pioneering the new low carbon energy 
revolution.

Combined with the 
Wappingthorn Farm 
anaerobic digester, it 

will make the 
community largely self-
sufficient in green, low 

carbon electricity



4: There are few better sites
• One of the biggest limitations with solar farms 

at present is the lack of capacity on the local 
power grid.

• Huddlestone Farm is rare in having a 33kV 
power line with spare capacity running right 
across it.

• Even if power lines weren’t a constraint, there 
are very few large brownfield sites in Horsham 
District.

• So there are few alternative sites for large 
solar installations.

• The proposed site is tucked away and will be 
largely hidden from most directions.

• There are no issues with increased rainwater 
runoff or flood risk.

Power lines go right 
through Huddlestone Farm



5: It won’t harm food production
• The land being suggested for the solar farm is on 

Wealden clay and is rated as Grade 3b –
moderate quality agricultural land.  So it is not 
prime agricultural land.

• It is currently used to grow winter wheat and 
fodder maize.  Yields are poor.

• The farm owners have confirmed their intention 
to use the area beneath the panels for grazing 
sheep.  

• So it will be still producing food.

• The farmer will receive rent for use of the land, 
providing a valuable and predictable alternative 
income source at a time of reducing subsidies.

• So at time of global food insecurity, this project 
will not harm food production.

Maize on one of the 
fields (June 2022)

Sheep will graze under 
the panels



6: It will be a boon to wildlife
• Instead of being intensively farmed with arable mono crops, 

the land will be left undisturbed and free from pesticides & 
fertiliser for 40 years. 

• The margins will be seeded with a wildflower rich meadow mix
providing habitat for reptiles, amphibians and ground-nesting 
birds.

• All the existing hedgerows and trees will be retained and a 
significant amount of additional hedges and trees planted to 
screen the site (2.1km of hedges, 3.4 hectares of new 
woodland in total).

• Other wildlife enhancement measures will include bird, bat 
and hedgehog boxes, insect hotels and log piles.

• Plans include a detailed management and monitoring plan.

• Taken together this will mean the project results in a significant 
enhancement of local biodiversity compared to current uses –
an impressive 80-90% biodiversity ‘net gain’ according to the 
plans.

A recent RSPB blog
reported that solar 
farms are good for 

birds

Studies show that 
insects and small 

mammals also thrive

https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/science/posts/bird-use-on-solar-farms-final-results
https://www.york.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/2019/research/solar-farms-haven-british-wildlife/


• A handful of houses will be affected, but because of 
the undulating topography, and trees, the site will be 
largely hidden from most directions.

• It will be barely visible from the South Downs as it 
about 2.5 miles distant.  Where not obscured by 
trees or hills it will be a tiny sliver of the landscape.

• It will be barely visible from the Downslink or river.
• One of the 4 ‘Steyning Walks’ – the River Walk goes 

right through the site (see map). The panels are 
visible for about 20% of this 6.5 mile route. 

• Judging by the overgrown vegetation this path is little 
used.  Once trees & hedges have grown up the visual 
impact will diminish considerably.

• It will be much less of an eyesore than the Gatewick
Farm caravan store which is right next to Steyning.

• On balance, we feel this visual impact is acceptable –
given the other benefits.

7. The visual impacts are modest

House/farm

Direct view of site, 
until hedges grow

Partly obscured view

Map of the River Walk

Site



8. The local community will benefit
• Many solar farm schemes offer little in terms of community benefits.  The farmer is 

paid an annual rent, but otherwise it is an entirely commercial venture.

• The prospects for this scheme are more encouraging. The project website states that:

“We believe it is right for the community closest to the solar farm to be able to benefit from it. 
In addition we believe that the community itself is best placed to say what that community 
benefit should be.”

• Greening Steyning has been talking to the developers, Enso Energy, about what this 
community benefit would amount to in financial terms.  

• A figure of £20,000 has been committed to support local green initiatives, if the solar 
farm scheme goes ahead (note that this money will go to green projects rather than 
Greening Steyning itself).  

• Enso Energy also plans to install notice boards in relevant spots to maximise the 
educational benefits of the scheme.

• Greening Steyning suggests that this expectation is written in to the planning 
consent, so it becomes a requirement.

https://ensoenergy.co.uk/enso-projects/adur-valley


9. It is very popular locally
• We know this because in 2020, Greening Steyning carried out a wide ranging 

“2030 Vision Survey” to test out local attitudes on a range of green issues.**

• The pie chart shows the 
responses to the idea of having 
more solar farms in the area.

• It shows widespread support for 
the idea – with 81% rating it a 
‘good’ or a ‘great idea’.  

• Only 5% rated it a ‘bad’ or 
‘doubtful idea’.

• This support is underlined in the 
public responses to the proposal 
on the Planning Portal, which are 
6 to 1 in favour of the scheme.

Graph based on 449 responses** For full report see:  https://bit.ly/2030Surveyfull

https://bit.ly/2030Surveyfull


10. Now is the time for action
• We need low carbon energy solutions, at scale, if we are to reach our net zero 

goals.  

• The sooner we introduce them the better - there is no time to lose.

• We urge Horsham District Council to think to the future and back this proposal.
• In the words of the song that local children sang on the Oct 2021 Climate 

March:

“We need to build a better future, and we need to start right now!”


